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Degree Description
The McLennan Community College offers an Occupational Skills Award in Phlebotomy.
To earn the occupational skills award, the student must successfully complete the following courses: PLAB 1323 Phlebotomy, PLAB 1260 Phlebotomy clinical, HPRS 1206 Medical
terminology, BIOL 2404 Introduction to Anatomy and Physiology and MLAB 1201 Introduction to the clinical laboratory science class.
The phlebotomist is responsible for the collection and processing of blood and urine specimens for the clinical laboratory. The specimens collected by the phlebotomist, and patient test
results obtained, allows the physician to detect, diagnose and treat disease in order to determine the best treatment option for the patient.
Phlebotomists are employed in hospitals, clinics, physician offices, blood banks and other laboratory environments. Phlebotomy is also considered an entry level skill for students who
might wish to pursue additional educational opportunities in the medical laboratory such as a medical laboratory technician or medical laboratory scientist.
Upon successful completion of the Phlebotomy course (PLAB 1323) and the phlebotomy clinical (PLAB 1260), students are eligible to sit for the national certification exam administered
by the American Society of Clinical Pathologist (ASCP) in phlebotomy.
Marketable skills include:
1. The appropriate motor skills to successfully identify patients, properly draw the required samples and process the specimens in the clinical laboratory for testing.
2. The appropriate communication skills necessary to effectively communicate with patients of all ages and help ensure that the patient understands the procedure and the ability to put
the patient at ease as much as possible before the draw.
3. The ability to pay close attention to detail so that every patient is properly identified and the appropriate test samples are drawn in order for the required testing to be performed and
reported to the physician.
4. The ability to properly use the hospital/laboratory computer systems to input data regarding the patient and the specimen(s).
5. The interpersonal skills necessary to demonstrate empathy and understanding for patients who may be apprehensive about a blood draw, showing the patient care and concern at all
times.

Semester I Hours

PLAB 1323 Phlebotomy 3 hours
MLAB 1201 Introduction to Clinical Lab Science 2 hours

PLAB 1260 Clinical-Phlebotomy/Phlebotomist 1 2 hours
HPRS 1206 Essentials of Medical Terminology 2 hours

BIOL 2404 Anatomy & Physiology (specialized)2 4 hours
13 hours

Total hours: 13 hours

Upon successful completion of the Phlebotomy sequence of courses, PLAB 1323 and PLAB 1260, the student will be eligible to take a national certifying examination for
Phlebotomy.
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All courses must be completed with a grade of C or better.2



Course Descriptions
PLAB 1323 Phlebotomy

Skill development in the performance of a variety of blood collection methods using proper techniques and standard precautions. Includes vacuum collection devices, syringes, capillary
skin puncture, butterfly needles and blood culture, and specimen collection on adults, children, and infants. Emphasis on infection prevention, patient identification, specimen labeling,
quality assurance, specimen handling, processing, accessioning, professionalism, ethics, and medical terminology. Semester Hours: 3 (2 lec/2 lab)

MLAB 1201 Introduction to Clinical Lab Science

Introduction to medical laboratory science, structure, equipment, and philosophy. Semester Hours: 2 (2 lec)

PLAB 1260 Clinical-Phlebotomy/Phlebotomist

A health-related work-based learning experience that enables the student to apply specialized occupational theory, skills, and concepts. Direct supervision is provided by the clinical
professional. Prerequisites/Corequisites: PLAB 1323 Semester Hours 2 (7.5 clinical hrs/wk)

HPRS 1206 Essentials of Medical Terminology

A study of medical terminology, word origin, structure, and application. Semester Hours 2 (2 lec)

BIOL 2404 Anatomy & Physiology (specialized)

Study of the structure and function of human anatomy, including the neuroendocrine, integumentary, musculoskeletal, digestive, urinary, reproductive, respiratory, and circulatory
systems. Content may be either integrated or specialized. Semester Hours 4 (3 lec/3 lab)
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