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Course Description:

An interdisciplinary, multi-perspective assessment of cultural, political, philosophical and
aesthetic factors critical to the formulation of values and the historical development of the
individual and of society. Team-taught by faculty from diverse departments as a colloquium
(academic seminar led by a different lecturer and on a different topic at each session). Works
may include studies, journals, novels, poems, treatises, graphic novels, films, plays, paintings,
musical compositions, etc. Semester Hours 3 (3 lec)

Prerequisites and/or Corequisites:

Member of Honors College/Presidential Scholars or permission of Honors College Director

Course Notes and Instructor Recommendations:

The Honors Colloguium allows students to select, as available, a list of topics and readings from
a larger group offered during the fall or spring semester. A colloquium is an academic meeting or
seminar usually led by a different lecturer and on a different topic at each session. The
Colloquium provides three hours of transferable academic credit in the Humanities. Unless
notified, plan to meet all classes in MAC 338. Faculty office hours are posted below and/or on
Brightspace in each professor’s folder.

Instructor Information:

Instructor Name: Otsmar J. Villarroel

MCC E-mail: OVillarroel@mclennan.edu

Office Phone Number: 254-299-8163

Office Location: Science Building. Office 309

Office Hours: Monday, 12:45pm — 1:45pm. Tuesday, 11:10am — 12:15pm. Thursday, 11:10am
—12:15pm.

Out of the classroom and after hours, the best methods of communication in this class should be
through emails. Please, email me using your MCC email as emails from other sources can be
routed to my spam folder by the MCC filters.

Instructor Name: Timothy Martin

MCC E-mail: tbmartin@mclennan.edu

Office Phone Number: 254-299-8353

Office Location: HPN 122

Office/Teacher Conference Hours: TU 11-1230, W 8-9 & 1-4, TH 8-9 and by appointment
Other Instructor Information: None
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Instructor Name: Nicholas Webb

MCC E-mail: nwebb@mclennan.edu

Office Phone Number: 254-299-8945

Office Location: FOB 105

Office/Teacher Conference Hours:
Tues. and Thurs.: 12:30-2:00 p.m. in LA 103
Tues. and Thurs.: 3:30-5:00 p.m. in BPAC 120
Friday: By request via Zoom

Other Instructor Information: None

Instructor Name: Jeremy Land

MCC E-mail: jland@mclennan.edu

Office Phone Number: 254-299-8962

Office Location: FOB 203

Office/Teacher Conference Hours: Monday & Wednesday, 11:00 — 12:00/ 1:00 — 3:30
Tuesday, 2:30 — 3:30 Thursday & Friday by appointment

Instructor Name: Dr. Becky Sue Parton

MCC E-mail: rparton@mclennan.edu

Office Phone Number: 254-299-8269

Office Location: BTB 113

Office/Teacher Conference Hours:
Mondays by appointment
Tuesdays 10:00-11:00; 12:30-3:00
Wednesdays 2:30-4:30 online
Thursdays  12:30-3:00

Other Instruction Information: None

Required Text & Materials:

1. Fighting Chemophobia by James Kennedy (September 5 Book)

Publisher: CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform
Year: 2018

Language: English

ISBN-13: 978-1987582581
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2. Woman on the Edge of Time by Marge Piercy (September 26 Book)

o Publisher: Ballantine Books
e Year: 1997

e Language: English

e |ISBN-13: 978-0449000946

3. The Oresteia of Aeschylus by Ted Hughes (October 10 Book)

Publisher: Farrar, Straus and Giroux
Year: 2000

Language: English

ISBN-13: 978-0374527051

4. Selections from The Philosophy of Horror by Noel Carroll, On Monsters: An Unnatural
History of Our Worst Fears by Stephen T. Asma, Horror Noir: Blacks in American Horror
Eilms by Robin R. Means Coleman, and the film “Night of the Living Dead” directed by George
A. Romero (October 31 Readings and Film)

e Professor Land will post in Brightspace the required selections or links to these,
providing instructions as needed. They do not need to be purchased from the bookstore.
However, students may need to rent or stream film of their choice for the course
assignment.

5. Operation Christmas Child: A Story of Simple Gifts by Franklin Graham and Donna Lee
Toney (November 14 Book)

Publisher: B&H Books originally
Year: 2013

Language: English

ISBN-13: 978-1433679988 (E-book)

MCC Bookstore Website: http://www.mclennan.edu/bookstore/
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Methods of Teaching and Learning:

Students will be required to complete a variety of tasks and activities as outlined by each
instructor. These tasks may include reading requirements, assignments, papers, discussion
boards, panel discussions, quizzes, tests, etc. Students will be required to complete work outside
the classroom prior to each class meeting date, as well as after the face-to-face meeting date.

Course Objectives, Competencies, and/or Learning Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of this course, students will:

September 5 — Fighting Chemophobia — Objectives:

1. Understand the phenomenon of chemophobia as a social problem.

2. Understand the origin of chemophobia as well as the different factors and societal
influences that make individual susceptible to developing an irrational fear of chemicals.

3. Recognize the use of misinformation and disinformation as a tactic to influence public
opinion and control narrative.

4. Comprehend the importance of verifying information from various sources, especially
online, by checking the credibility of websites and looking for evidence-based claims.

5. Develop research skills, questioning assumptions, and seeking diverse perspectives about
different topics in order to combat misinformation.

6. Adopt a critical approach to the information they consume and share.

7. Help others to combat misinformation.

September 26 — Woman on the Edge of Time — Objectives:

1. Analyze narrative structure and point of view to understand how Piercy (.and literature in
general) uses shifting perspectives and unreliable narration to challenge the boundaries
between reality and delusion.

2. Compare and contrast the two visions of the future society (Mattapoisett vs. the dystopian
alternative) to assess Piercy’s critique of capitalism, patriarchy, and environmental
destruction.

3. Reflect on how the novel prompts readers to reimagine social norms, including family
structure, labor, education, and justice.

4. Engage in a creative exercise by extending a crucial storyline from the novel to deepen
their personal understanding of the novel's themes.

October 10 — The Oresteia of Aeschylus — Objectives:
1. Students will understand the play’s role in the overall canon of Western literature.
2. Students will compare/contrast the play’s central themes.
3. Students will assess qualitative differences between two translations of key passages
from the play.
4. Students will evaluate the predominant philosophical arguments of the play.
5. Students will critique the play’s relevance to modern culture.
6. Students will develop an original essay that synthesizes one or more of the above objectives.




INTRODUCTION TO HUMANITIES |
HUMA 1301 A001

October 31 — Analysis of Horror Genre — Objectives:

1. Students will understand the basic aesthetic and philosophical argument surrounding the
horror and gothic genres, including but not limited to monster theory.

2. Students will analyze a sample horror film, “Night of the Living Dead” (1968) and apply
their understanding of horror films and gothic literature to the film. Ultimately, student
should be able to articulate the ways in which “Night of the Living Dead” is a reflection
of culture changes of the 1960s.

3. Finally, the students will write a short paper applying the concepts from the class
discussion to a new film of their choosing.

November 14 — Operation Christmas Child — Objectives:
1. Spark an interest in addressing global needs by exploring Operation Christmas Child.
2. Ignite creative ideas for positively impacting problems by starting small.
3. Empathize with fellow human beings and discuss our responsibility to connect with them.
4. Grow in awareness of our own potential to design a life with purpose.

Course Attendance/Participation Guidelines:

If a student is not in attendance in accordance with the policies/guidelines of the class as outlined
in the course syllabus as of the course census date, faculty are required to drop students from
their class roster prior to certifying the respective class roster. A student’s financial aid will be
re-evaluated accordingly and the student will only receive funding for those courses attended as
of the course census date.

Before the 60% point of the semester, a student who is absent for 25% or more of a face-to-face
or blended course or who miss 25% or more of assigned work for an online course will be
withdrawn from the course with a grade of W. A student may also request to be withdrawn with
a grade of W before the 60% point of the semester. After the 60% point of the semester, the

student may request to be withdrawn if the student is passing, or be assigned the final grade
earned at the end of the semester after grades have been updated to reflect missing work.

Attendance Addendum:

Regular and punctual attendance is expected of all students, and each instructor will maintain a
complete record of attendance for the entire length of each course, including online and hybrid
courses. Students will be counted absent from class meetings missed, beginning with the first
official day of classes. Students, whether present or absent, are responsible for all material
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presented or assigned for a course and will be held accountable for such materials in the
determination of course grades. Instructor will follow the MCC attendance policy strictly.
Note: Students dropped from this class will be in danger of losing their Honors College
participation/scholarship in the program.

Click Here for the MCC Attendance/Absences Policy
(https://www.mclennan.edu/highlander-guide/policies.html)

Click on the link above for the college policies on attendance and absences. Your instructor may have
additional guidelines specific to this course.

Course Outline or Schedule:

Schedule, assignments, and topics can be changed at the discretion of the teacher. All changes
will be posted in an announcement on Brightspace. Detailed schedule can be found in
Brightspace.

Unless otherwise noted in BrightSpace, all meetings will be held in MAC 338.

NOTE: Below date spans for each class are the time you should spend for this class reading the
required text (or watching the film) and completing pre-class assignments. The instructors will
all also have an assignment due the week following the class meeting, which should be
completed in addition to beginning the reading for the next class!

Brightspace Class Time Instructor Book Title
Dates Date

Aug 25 — Sept5 | 9am — Otsmar Fighting Chemophobia

Sept 12 12pm Villarroel

Sept 13— Sept | 9am-— | Timothy Martin | Woman on the Edge of Time

Oct 3 26 12pm

Sept 27 — Oct 9am — Nick Webb The Oresteia of Aeschylus

Oct 17 10 12pm

Oct 18 - Oct 9am — Jeremy Land Critical Analysis of Cultural Influences on Horror

Nov 7 31 12pm Genre. (Initial supplemental readings provided by
Professor Land in Brightspace)
"Night of the Living Dead" (Film)

Nov 1 - Nov 9am — Becky Sue Operation Christmas Child

Nov 21 14 12pm Parton
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Course Grading Information:

Grades will be determined according to your participation and contributions to each session and
your assignments/tasks for that work. See professor’s assignment guidelines in Brightspace for
detailed intructions. Each of the five colloquium grades, as determined and submitted by the
professor of record, will account for 20% of your final grade.

September 5 — Fighting Chemophobia — Graded Tasks:

1.

2.

Pre-Seminar Assignment: Discussion Board (due September 4 at noon)
(5% of total course grade/ 25% of this portion of the course)
Attending and participating in Fighting Chemophobia Seminar (September 5 from 9:00
am —12:00 pm
(9% of total course grade/ 45% of this portion of the course)
Post-Seminar Assignment: Writing a Persuasive Letter. (due September 14 at 11:59 pm)
(6% of total course grade/ 30% of this portion of the course)

September 26 — Woman on the Edge of Time — Graded Tasks:

=

no

>

Reading Journals, x2, due on Thursday, 9/18 and 9/25 — 2% each

(4% of total course grade/ 20% of this portion of the course)
In-class quiz on Friday, 9/26, 4%

(4% of total course grade/ 20% of this portion of the course)
Discussion questions for class on Friday, 9/26

(2% of total course grade/ 10% of this portion of the course)
Final paper, choice of analytical or creative essay, 3-5 pages, due 10/3

(10% of total course grade/ 50% of this portion of the course)

October 10 — The Oresteia of Aeschylus — Graded Tasks:

1.

Preview Essay (25%) — Due: Tues. Oct. 7

(5% of total course grade/ 25% of this portion of the course)

On Oct. 7 (three days prior to our in-person meeting on Oct. 10), students will upload
their preview essay (in either Word or PDF format) into the appropriate submission link
in Brightspace. The preview essay (presented in a minimum of 4 paragraphs) will
contain answers to the following questions.

1. What is the best moment/monologue/exchange/image (etc.) in the play? Explain
why. (Answer in 2-3 sentences.)
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2.

2. Provide a for-example reference for your “best” moment in question #1. Do so by
specifically quoting from the play. Your quote should be from 5-15 lines. To
indicate line breaks, include a slash, separated by a space on each side. Also,
include a page number citation, in parentheses after the quotation.

a. FOR EXAMPLE—

King Agamemnon seems to begin each key moment paying reverence to the
gods. “First, let me call on the gods that favour Argos. / You Gods, you
shared the revenge | took on Troy. / You Gods, share my triumph. / Heaven
heard the prayers of Argos, because they were just” (40).

3. Offer an interpretation of your chosen quotation, using the following prompt.

i. Is your chosen moment a heart within the play, a fulcrum within the play,
or an engine within the play? Explain.

1. Note: A heart is a central (perhaps the central) driving emotion
within the play. A fulcrum is a central (perhaps the central) shift
or change or transformation within the play. An engine is a central
(perhaps the central) recurring concept or theme or philosophy
within the play.

ii. Include at least two specific sub-quotations from within your chosen
quote. That is to say, point to two specific words/concepts within your
quote from the play, and explain how those specific parts are heart-like or
fulcrum-like or engine-like. (Answer in 7-12 sentences.)

4. To further add support for your heart/fulcrum/engine argument, what other moment
in the play would you also point to? Why? What is the connection between your
first chosen moment and this second moment? (Answer in 2-3 sentences.)

In-Class Discussion (25%) — Fri. Oct. 10 in MAC 338 (9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.)

(5% of total course grade/ 25% of this portion of the course)

On the day of our assigned meeting (Oct. 10), students will bring their physical copy of
The Oresteia, a physical copy of their preview essay, and a notebook containing notes.

However, no digital media will be allowed.
Plan to speak, and to explore ideas, and to engage in collaborative discussion /
exploration.

Post-Class Essay (50%) — Due: Fri. Oct. 17

(10% of total course grade/ 50% of this portion of the course)

Within 7 days after in-class discussion, students will submit to Brightspace (in Doc or
PDF format) a completed tri-scenic essay about The Oresteia based on an interpretive
thesis of their choice. Requirements for the tri-scenic essay will be presented during our
in-class discussion on Oct. 10.




INTRODUCTION TO HUMANITIES |
HUMA 1301 A001

October 31 — Analysis of Horror Genre — Graded Tasks:

1. The students will produce a short 2- 3-page analysis of a horror film based on our class
discussion. This film can be a classic horror film, a contemporary horror film targeted
towards adults, or a film geared towards children and families. NO STUDENT IS
EXPECTED TO WATCH AND WRITE ABOUT A FILM BEYOND THEIR PERSONAL COMFORT
LEVEL. If you are struggling to find a film that fits your comfort level, | am happy to talk
with you and recommend a few options.

(20% of total course grade/ 100% of this portion of the course)

November 14 — Operation Christmas Child — Graded Tasks:

1. Pre-Class Reading Reflection Paper

(5% of total course grade/ 25% of this portion of the course)
2. In-Class Discussion Participation

(5% of total course grade/ 25% of this portion of the course)
3. Post-Class Idea Proposal Presentation

(10% of total course grade/ 50% of this portion of the course)

Grading Scale:
90-100% = A
80-89.9% =B
70-79.9% =C
60-69.9% =D
0-59.9% =F

Late Work, Attendance, and Make Up Work Policies:

1. Asageneral rule, you cannot make up tests or assignments in this course. You also
MUST attend all 5 Face-to-Face Meetings! Failure to do so may result in a failing grade
and removal from Honors College. If an emergency arises, we will discuss options.

2. Students must e-mail Dr. Shelly Rogers-Sharer or Dr. Otsmar Villaroel using your MCC
email account if you decide to withdraw from the class, as this could affect your
scholarship status and Honors College participation.

10
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Student Behavioral Expectations or Conduct Policy:

Each student is strongly recommended to participate in class. Due to the diversity of the
students, many different viewpoints will be held. Students may not only disagree with each
other at times, but the students and instructor may also find that they have different views on
sensitive and volatile topics. It is hoped that these differences will enhance the class and create
an atmosphere where students and instructor alike will be more encouraged to think and learn.
Therefore, be assured that your grade will not be adversely affected by any beliefs and/or ideas
expressed in class or assignments. Respect will be given for the views of others when expressed
in classroom discussions. The instructor expects students to also treat each other with respect
and manifest appropriate classroom behavior.

Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated. Make yourself familiar with school policies in your
Student Handbook about the repercussions of these activities. It can result in expulsion from the
school, so please do not resort to them. If the instructor becomes aware of cheating or
plagiarism, an automatic O will be given for that task. These behaviors will be reported as per
MCC policy. See MCC’s policy on Academic Integrity for more information.

11



06/24/2025

MCLENNAN

V COMMUNITY COLLEGE

ACADEMIC RESOURCES/POLICIES

Accommodations/ADA Statement:

Any student who is a qualified individual with a disability may request reasonable
accommodations to assist with providing equal access to educational opportunities.
Students should contact Accommodations (Disability Services) as soon as possible to
begin the steps for requesting accommodations. Once that process is completed,
appropriate verification will be provided to the student and instructor. Please note that
instructors are not required to provide classroom accommodations to students until
appropriate verification has been provided by Accommodations (Disability Services). For
additional information, please visit www.mclennan.edu/disability

Students with questions or who require assistance with disabilities involving physical,
classroom, or testing accommodations should contact:

disabilities@mclennan.edu (254)299-8122

Room 319, Student Services

Title IX:

Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 is a Federal civil rights law that prohibits
discrimination on the basis of sex in educational programs and activities that receive
Federal funds. We care about your safety and value an environment where students
and instructors can successfully teach and learn together. If you or someone you know
experiences unwelcomed behavior, we are here to help. Individuals who would like to
report a Title IX incident are encouraged to immediately contact the Title IX Coordinator
at titleix@mclennan.edu or by calling, Dr. Claudette Jackson, (Accommodations/Title IX)
at (254) 299-8465.

Additionally, Title IX provides rights and protections for pregnant and newly parenting
students which can include educational accommodations such as excused absences
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and the opportunity to make up assignments and tests. Lactation spaces are also
available on campus. Please email titleix@mclennan.edu for more information.

MCC employees are mandatory reporters and must report incidents immediately to the
Title IX Coordinator. Faculty and Staff may email titleix@mclennan.edu to submit a
report.

Individuals may also contact the MCC Police Department at (254) 299-8911 or the MCC
Student Counseling Center at (254) 299-8210. The MCC Student Counseling Center is
a confidential resource for students. Any student may report sexual harassment
anonymously by visiting https://www.lighthouse-services.com

Visit McLennan’s Title IX webpage at https://www.mclennan.edultitleix/ to learn more
about Title IX protections, reporting, and resources.

Student Support/Resources:

MCC provides a variety of services to support student success in the classroom and in
your academic pursuits to include counseling, tutors, technology help desk, advising,
financial aid, etc. A listing of these and the many other services available to our students
is available at http://www.mclennan.edu/campus-resource-quide/

Paulanne’s Pantry (MCC'’s food pantry) provides free food by appointment to students,
faculty and staff. To schedule an appointment, go to
https://calendly.com/paulannespantry-mcc/15min.

Academic Support and Tutoring is here to help students with all their course-related
needs. Specializing in one-on-one tutoring, developing study skills, and effectively
writing essays. Academic Support and Tutoring can be found in the Library and main
floor of the Learning Commons. This service is available to students in person or
through Zoom. You can contact the Academic Support and Tutoring team via Zoom or
email (ast@mclennan.edu) by going to our website
(https://www.mclennan.edu/academic-support-and-tutoring/)

Success Coaching Services is here for you.

We know life can be overwhelming sometimes—and that challenges outside the
classroom can impact your success inside it. That's why our Success Coaches provide
personalized support to help you navigate it all.
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Success Coaching is available to every MCC student, no matter where you're starting
from. Whether you’re looking for direction, need quick advice, or just want someone to
talk to, our coaches are here to listen, celebrate your strengths, and help you move
forward with confidence. At Success Coaching Services, your voice is heard, your goals
matter, and your future is our focus.

To learn more or schedule an appointment, visit www.mclennan.edu/successcoaching,
call 254-299-8226, or email success@mclennan.edu.

College personnel also recognize that food, housing, and transportation are essential for
student success. If you are having trouble securing these resources and other essential
resources, we encourage you to contact the CREW - Campus Resources Education
Web by calling 254-299-8561 or emailing crew@mclennan.edu.

Success Coaching Services, the CREW, and Paulanne's Pantry are located on the
second floor of the Student Services building in Success Coaching Services, suite 249.

The Student Counseling Center offers confidential mental health counseling to currently
enrolled students at no charge. Counselors are trained to help students with problems
related to personal, social, and emotional concerns. Sessions focus on short-term goals
in order to facilitate students college success and adjustment. This service is available
to students in person or through Zoom.

Make an appointment to meet with a counselor by visiting the center in the Wellness &
Fitness building, room 101, calling 254-299-8210, or emailing
counseling@mclennan.edu.

MCC Foundation Emergency Grant Fund:

Unanticipated expenses, such as car repairs, medical bills, housing, or job loss can
affect us all. Should an unexpected expense arise, the MCC Foundation has an
emergency grant fund that may be able to assist you. Please go to
https://www.mclennan.edu/foundation/scholarships-and-resources/emergencygrant.htmi
to find out more about the emergency grant. The application can be found at
https://www.mclennan.edu/foundation/scholarships-and-resources/emergencygrant.htmi

MCC Academic Integrity Statement:
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Please view our Academic Integrity statement for more information about academic
integrity, dishonesty, and cheating. The unauthorized use of artificial intelligence (Al) for
classwork can be a violation of the College's General Conduct Policy. Whether Al is
authorized in a course and the parameters in which Al can be used in a course will be
outlined by each instructor.

Minimum System Requirements to Utilize MCC’s D2L |[Brightspace:

For online and blended/hybrid courses, students must have access to a reliable
computer and internet. For more information on the minimum system requirements
needed to reliably access your courses in MCC’s D2L |Brightspace learning
management system go to: https://www.mclennan.edu/center-for-teaching-and-
learning/Faculty-and-StaffCommons/requirements.html

Minimum Technical Skills:
Students should have basic computer skills, knowledge of word processing software,
and a basic understanding of how to use search engines and common web browsers.

Backup Plan for Technology:

In the event MCC'’s technology systems are down, you will be notified via your MCC
student email address. Please note that all assignments and activities will be due on the
date specified in the Instructor Plan, unless otherwise noted by the instructor.

Email Policy:

McLennan Community College would like to remind you of the policy
(http://www.mclennan.edu/employees/policy-manual/docs/E-XXXI-B.pdf) regarding
college email. All students, faculty, and staff are encouraged to use their McLennan
email addresses when conducting college business.

A student’s McLennan email address is the preferred email address that college
employees should use for official college information or business. Students are
expected to read and, if needed, respond in a timely manner to college emails. For more
information about your student email account, go to www.mclennan.edu/studentemail.

Instructional Uses of Email:

Faculty members can determine classroom use of email or electronic communications.
Faculty should expect and encourage students to check the college email on a regular
basis. Faculty should inform students in the course syllabus if another communication
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method is to be used and of any special or unusual expectations for electronic
communications.

If a faculty member prefers not to communicate by email with their students, it should be
reflected in the course syllabus and information should be provided for the preferred
form of communication.

Email on Mobile Devices:

The College recommends that you set up your mobile device to receive McLennan
emails. If you need assistance with set-up, you may email Helpdesk@mclennan.edu for
help.

You can find help on the McLennan website about connecting your McLennan email
account to your mobile device:
. Email Setup for iPhones and iPads

. Email Setup for Androids

Forwarding Emails:

You may forward emails that come to your McLennan address to alternate email
addresses; however, the College will not be held responsible for emails forwarded to an
alternate address that may be lost or placed in junk or spam filters.

For more helpful information about technology at MCC, go to MCC's Tech Support or
email _helpdesk@mclennan.edu.

Disclaimer:

The resources and policies listed above are merely for informational purposes and are
subject to change without notice or obligation. The College reserves the right to change
policies and other requirements in compliance with State and Federal laws. The
provisions of this document do not constitute a contract.
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