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Course Description: 
Intensive study of and practice in the strategies and techniques for developing research-based 
expository and persuasive texts. Emphasis is on effective and ethical rhetorical inquiry, including 
primary and secondary research methods; critical reading of verbal, visual, and multimedia texts; 
systematic evaluation, synthesis, and documentation of information sources; and critical thinking 
about evidence and conclusions. 
 
Instructor Information: 
Instructor Name: Ricky Shear 
MCC Email: rshear@mclennan.edu 
Office Phone Number:  
Office Location: FOB 215 
Office/Teacher Conference Hours: Mon. 2:30-4pm; Tues. 1-2:30pm 
 
Prerequisites and/or Corequisites: 
ENGL 1301 or its equivalent with a grade of C or better, or consent of Division Chair. 
 
Course Notes and Instructor Recommendations: 
Students will need to access MCC’s email system, MCC’s Brightspace system, Brightspace’s 
Turnitin Feature, and MCC’s library’s collection of databases. Students will submit all drafts 
(first and final) in electronic form via Brightspace. Hard copies are not required.  
 
Technical Requirements:  
In this course, students will need reliable access to the internet and a computer (e.g., laptop). 
Recommended Programs Students will need access to Microsoft Office 2007 or newer. You will 
also need to have access to and have basic knowledge of Google Docs.  
 
Using Brightspace:  
All course materials are available on Brightspace, and all major assignments will be submitted 
via Brightspace. Additionally, I will post grades, announcements, etc. through Brightspace. It is 
the responsibility of a student to regularly access Brightspace. 
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Required Text & Materials: 
Required Text & Materials Title: All readings will be available in Brightspace. 
 
MCC Bookstore Website:   http://www.mclennan.edu/bookstore/ 
 

STUDENT SUPPORT/RESOURCES:  
MCC provides a variety of services to support student success in the classroom and in your 
academic pursuits including counseling, tutors, a technology help desk, advising, financial aid, 
etc. A listing of these and the many other services available to our students is available at 
http://www.mclennan.edu/campus-resource-guide/ 

College personnel recognize that food, housing, and transportation are essential for student 
success. If you are having trouble securing these resources, we encourage you to contact a 
success coach by calling (254) 299-8226. Students can visit the Completion Center Monday-
Friday from 8:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. to meet with a success coach and receive additional resources 
and support to help reach academic and personal goals. Paulanne’s Pantry (MCC’s food pantry) 
is open 12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m., Monday-Friday, without an appointment. The Completion Center 
and pantry are located on the Second Floor of the Student Services Center (SSC). 

Methods of Teaching and Learning: 
Instruction methods will include an orientation assignment, lectures with visual aids, required 
readings, digital learning activities through Google Docs and similarly collaborative tools, 
Kahoot quizzes, writing and revision days, multiple essay assignments, peer review assignments, 
and self-review assignments. 
 
Course Objectives and/or Competencies for Communication: 
Courses in this category focus on developing ideas and expressing them clearly, considering the 
effect of the message, fostering understanding, and building the skills needed to communicate 
persuasively. Courses involve the command of oral, aural, written, and visual literacy skills that 
enable people to exchange messages appropriate to the subject, occasion, and audience. 
 

Compentecies: 
• Critical Thinking (CT) -- to include creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and analysis, 

evaluation and synthesis of information 

http://www.mclennan.edu/bookstore/
http://www.mclennan.edu/campus-resource-guide/
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• Communications Skill (COM) -- to include effective development, interpretation and 
expression of ideas through written, oral and visual communication 

• Teamwork (TW) -- to include the ability to consider different points of view and to 
work effectively with others to support a shared purpose or goal 

• Personal Responsibility (PR) -- to include the ability to connect choices, actions and 
consequences to ethical decision-making 
 
Course Objectives: 
1. Learn, adapt, and adopt effective individual and collaborative writing processes. 
2. Develop ideas with appropriate support and attribution and write with thoughtful 
attention to audience and purpose.  
3. Become better equipped to communicate and problem solve in ways that contribute to 
equitable, just, and flourishing communities. 
4. Develop the capacity to reflect on and respond to culturally and personally important 
information with insight and care. 
5. Enhance the clarity, concision, and persuasiveness of our writing. 
 

 
Course Attendance/Participation Guidelines: 
 

Your presence in class, or participation and attendance, will affect your academic standing in the 
course. For the sake of transparency, I will take attendance every class period and update your 
attendance on Brightspace. If you must miss class due to an emergency (see more below) or an 
excused absence (determined largely but not exclusively by MCC’s full policy on excused 
student absences), it is your responsibility to 1) keep up with the course and 2) request notes 
from a peer (or visit me during my office hours).  

I see showing up to class regularly as evidence of certain skills related to communication, 
organization, self-motivation, self-care, and time management. That said, some circumstances 
prevent us from doing what we want or need to do regardless of our capability and commitment, 
and I am happy to try to find a way to accommodate those circumstances. Effective 
communication with me will be key to your success throughout the class and especially 
important in relation to excused absences. Communicate with me about excused absences or 
emergencies as early and clearly as possible.  
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If a student is not in attendance in accordance with the policies/guidelines of the class as outlined 
in the course syllabus as of the course census date, faculty are required to drop students from 
their class roster prior to certifying the respective class roster. A student’s financial aid will be 
re-evaluated accordingly and the student will only receive funding for those courses attended as 
of the course census date. 

Before the 60% point of the semester, a student who is absent for 25% or more of a face-to-face 
or blended course or who misses 25% or more of assigned work for an online course will be 
withdrawn from the course with a grade of W. A student may also request to be withdrawn with 
a grade of W before the 60% point of the semester. After the 60% point of the semester, the 
student may request to be withdrawn if the student is passing, or be assigned the final grade 
earned at the end of the semester after grades have been updated to reflect missing work.  

 

Course Outline or Schedule: 

This schedule is subject to change according to the needs of the class or unforeseen 
circumstances. 
Course Schedule: 
 

Unit Weeks Major Assignment 
Unit 1: Introduction and  Research Question 1 None 
Unit 2: Annotated Bibliography and Research Methods 2-3 Annotated Bibliography, due Feb. 2 
Unit 3: Writing Research that Makes an Intervention 4-6 Research Essay, due Feb. 23 
Unit 4: Revision and Peer Review 7-8 Research Essay Revsion, due Mar. 9 
Unit 5: The Op-ed Genre and Media Literacy 10-11 Op-ed and Response, due Mar. 30 
Unit 6: Video Essays and Multimedia Arguments 12-15 Video Essay, due May 3 

 
Course Grading Information: 
A final grade will be based on a sum of the weighted average of major essays, participation, 
attendance, minor assignments, and Kahoots (see description of assignments below).  
 
Standard of Evaluation:  
Your final course grade will be derived as follows:  
Annotated Bibliography (Major Assignment 1) 10% 
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Research Essay and Revision (Major Assignment 2) 30% 
Op-ed and Response (Major Assignment 3) 20% 
Video Essay (Major Assignment 4) 20% 
Participation and Attendance 10%  
Minor Assignments and Kahoots 10% 
Total: 100%  
 
Most student work (including all major essays) will be evaluated based on whether it meets the 
Essential Goals and Advanced Goals of each assignment. Essential goals will require students to 
demonstrate the skills that are essential to achieving the coure’s objectives. Advanced goals will 
require students to demonstrate enough proficiency with the same skills to indicate that the 
student is more than ready to write, think, and research at the next level.   
 
Most assignments will receive one of the following evaluations: 

• Highly Skilled/95: the work meets more than half of the assignment’s Advanced Goals 
and nearly all of its Essential Goals 

• Skilled/85: the work meets all or nearly all of the assignment’s Essential Goals 
• Work-in-Progress/75: the work falls short of meeting multiple of the assignments 

Essential Goals but meets more than half of them. 
• Incomplete/65 or less: the work does not meet at least half of the assignment’s Essential 

Goals. 
 

If you have questions about any grade, please feel free to stop by my office hours or set up a 
meeting with me. 
 
Assignment of Letter Grades:  
A = 90 – 100  
B = 80 – 89.99  
C = 70 – 79.99  
D = 60 – 69.99  
F = 0 – 59.99  
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Major Assignments: 
 

1. Annotated Bibliography: Find and cite six credible sources, some of which must be 
scholarly, and write 150-250 analysis of each source. 

2. Research Essay and Revision: Use the research from your annotated bibliography to craft 
an 1800-2200 word research essay in which you pose an answer to a "timeless" question or 
propose a solution to a contemporary problem. Students will be required to substantially 
revise this essay using their own assessment skills and feedback from the instructor as well as 
their peers. 

3. Op-ed and Response: Learn the conventions of the op-ed genre, use rhetorical strategies to 
write a 600-800 word op-ed related to the topic of your research project. Then, write a 150-
300 word response to one of your classmate's op-eds. 

4. Video Essay: Use the topic of your research project to craft a 5-10 minute video essay on 
YouTube. 

 
Major Assignment Revisions: In addition to being required to revise Major Assignment 2, 
students will be allowed to substantially revise (i.e., make changes beyond small grammar 
corrections) and resubmit Essays 1 and 2 to attempt to improve their grade. 
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Late Work and Make Up Work Policies: 
I am open to negotiating alternate deadlines that accommodate your particular circumstances so 
long as we can agree to an alternate deadline at least 24 hours prior to the original deadline. I 
accept late work up to three weeks after the due date or by the course’s final deadline during 
finals week (whichever occurs first). Late work will receive a single letter grade penalty (A-level 
work would receive a B, for example) regardless of how late it is. Late work may receive 
delayed and abbreviated feedback. 

Accessibility 
Your success in this class is important to me. If there are aspects of this course that prevent you 
from learning or exclude you, please let me know as soon as possible and contact the 
Accommodations Coordinator as soon as possible to provide documentation and make necessary 
arrangements (if you haven’t already done so).  

Once that process is completed, appropriate verification will be provided to both student and 
instructor and together we’ll develop strategies to meet both your needs and course requirements. 
For additional information, please visit mclennan.edu/disability. Students with questions or who 
require assistance with disabilities involving physical, classroom, or testing accommodations 
should contact: disabilities@mclennan.edu, 254-299-8122, Room 319, Student Services Center 

Student Behavioral Expectations or Conduct Policy: 
Students are expected to adhere to MCC’s General Conduct Policy inside and outside the 
classroom. Our classroom environment should be productive, collaborative, and respectful. There 
is zero tolerance for slurs or derogatory language. In general, don’t discriminate based on race, 
gender presentation, marital status, religion, disability, age, or sexual orientation.  

It is never okay to laugh at, belittle, or harass a colleague because of their opinion or point of 
view. Always think about how your comments will support our learning as a group. But safe 
doesn’t mean operating in an environment where beliefs and ideas go unchallenged. Challenging 
colleagues to explain their arguments in a thoughtful manner is key to creating an engaging 
learning community. 

• Make a commitment to understand unfamiliar positions from the context or point of 
view of your peers. 

• Speak for yourself rather than for a group (use your “I” statements). 
• Be present – really listening to your colleagues will dramatically improve your in-

class experience and prevent most understandings. 
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• Take risks in speaking honestly; this will help the learning of the group. 

Acts of academic dishonesty, such as presenting AI-generated work as one’s own or 
plagiarism, are unacceptable and may result in students’ receiving a 0 on the assignment in 
question. 
 
Students will be required to work on their drafts for all major assignments in Google Docs. 
If students cannot present substantial, detailed evidence of their writing process via a 
Google Doc, they may receive a 0 or be required to re-do the assignment.  
 
 
Click Here for the MCC Attendance/Absences Policy 
(https://www.mclennan.edu/highlander-guide/policies.html) 
Click on the link above for the college policies on attendance and absences.  Your instructor may 
have additional guidelines specific to this course. 
 
 

https://www.mclennan.edu/highlander-guide/policies.html
https://www.mclennan.edu/highlander-guide/policies.html
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ACADEMIC RESOURCES/POLICIES  
  
Accommodations/ADA Statement:  
Any student who is a qualified individual with a disability may request reasonable 
accommodations to assist with providing equal access to educational opportunities. 
Students should contact Accommodations (Disability Services) as soon as possible to 
provide documentation and make necessary arrangements. Once that process is 
completed, appropriate verification will be provided to the student and instructor. Please 
note that instructors are not required to provide classroom accommodations to students 
until appropriate verification has been provided by the Accommodations Coordinator. 
For additional information, please visit www.mclennan.edu/disability  
  
Students with questions or who require assistance with disabilities involving physical, 
classroom, or testing accommodations should contact:  

disabilities@mclennan.edu (254)299-8122 Room 
319, Student Services  

  
Title IX:  
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 is a Federal civil rights law that prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of sex in educational programs and activities that receive 
Federal funds. We care about your safety and value an environment where students 
and instructors can successfully teach and learn together. If you or someone you know 
experiences unwelcomed behavior, we are here to help. Individuals who would like to 
report a Title IX incident are encouraged to immediately contact the Title IX Coordinator 
at titleix@mclennan.edu or by calling, Dr. Claudette Jackson, (Accommodations/Title IX) 
at (254) 299-8465. 
 
Additionally, Title IX provides rights and protections for pregnant and newly parenting 
students which can include educational accommodations such as excused absences 

http://www.mclennan.edu/disability
http://www.mclennan.edu/disability
mailto:titleix@mclennan.edu
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and the opportunity to make up assignments and tests. Lactation spaces are also 
available on campus. Please email titleix@mclennan.edu for more information.   
 
MCC employees are mandatory reporters and must report incidents immediately to the 
Title IX Coordinator. Faculty and Staff may email titleix@mclennan.edu to submit a 
report.  
 
Individuals may also contact the MCC Police Department at (254) 299-8911 or the MCC 
Student Counseling Center at (254) 299-8210. The MCC Student Counseling Center is 
a confidential resource for students. Any student may report sexual harassment 
anonymously by visiting https://www.lighthouse-services.com 
 
Visit McLennan’s Title IX webpage at https://www.mclennan.edu/titleix/ to learn more 
about Title IX protections, reporting, and resources. 
 
Student Support/Resources:  
MCC provides a variety of services to support student success in the classroom and in 
your academic pursuits to include counseling, tutors, technology help desk, advising, 
financial aid, etc. A listing of these and the many other services available to our students 
is available at http://www.mclennan.edu/campus-resource-guide/  
  
Academic Support and Tutoring is here to help students with all their course-related 
needs. Specializing in one-on-one tutoring, developing study skills, and effectively 
writing essays. Academic Support and Tutoring can be found in the Library and main 
floor of the Learning Commons. This service is available to students in person or 
through Zoom. You can contact the Academic Support and Tutoring team via Zoom or 
email (ast@mclennan.edu) by going to our website  
(https://www.mclennan.edu/academic-support-and-tutoring/)  
 
At our campus, we understand that students face numerous challenges beyond the 
classroom. That’s why we offer Success Coaches who are dedicated to helping you 
succeed. Our coaches know that life can sometimes get in the way of your educational 
goals. Through personalized meetings, Success Coaches empower you to overcome 
obstacles, maximize your potential, and create a clear path to both academic and 
personal success. Our Success Coaches are ready to help you achieve your dreams! 
Schedule your appointment today by calling 254-299-8226 or emailing 
success@mclennan.edu. 
 

mailto:titleix@mclennan.edu
mailto:titleix@mclennan.edu
https://www.lighthouse-services.com/mclennan/
https://www.mclennan.edu/titleix/
http://www.mclennan.edu/campus-resource-guide/
http://www.mclennan.edu/campus-resource-guide/
https://mclennan.zoom.us/j/2542998500
https://mclennan.zoom.us/j/2542998500
https://www.mclennan.edu/academic-support-and-tutoring/
https://www.mclennan.edu/academic-support-and-tutoring/
https://www.mclennan.edu/academic-support-and-tutoring/
https://www.mclennan.edu/academic-support-and-tutoring/
mailto:success@mclennan.edu
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College personnel also recognize that food, housing, and transportation are essential for 
student success. If you are having trouble securing these resources and other essential 
resources, we encourage you to contact the CREW - Campus Resources Education 
Web by calling 254-299-8561 or emailing crew@mclennan.edu. 
 
 
  
Paulanne’s Pantry (MCC’s food pantry) provides free food by appointment to students, 
faculty and staff. To schedule an appointment, go to 
https://calendly.com/paulannespantry-mcc/15min.  
 
Success Coaching Services, the CREW, and Paulanne's Pantry are located on the 
second floor of the Student Services building in Success Coaching Services, suite 249. 
 
The Student Counseling Center offers confidential mental health counseling to currently 
enrolled students at no charge. Counselors are trained to help students with problems 
related to personal, social, and emotional concerns. Sessions focus on short-term goals 
in order to facilitate students college success and adjustment.  This service is available 
to students in person or through Zoom.  
 
Make an appointment to meet with a counselor by visiting the center in the Wellness & 
Fitness building, room 101, calling 254-299-8210, or emailing 
counseling@mclennan.edu.  
 
 
MCC Foundation Emergency Grant Fund:  
Unanticipated expenses, such as car repairs, medical bills, housing, or job loss can 
affect us all. Should an unexpected expense arise, the MCC Foundation has an 
emergency grant fund that may be able to assist you. Please go to  
https://www.mclennan.edu/foundation/scholarships-and-resources/emergencygrant.html 
to find out more about the emergency grant. The application can be found at 
https://www.mclennan.edu/foundation/scholarships-and-resources/emergencygrant.html    
  
MCC Academic Integrity Statement:  
Please view our Academic integrity statement for more information about academic 
integrity, dishonesty, and cheating. The unauthorized use of artificial intelligence (AI) for 
classwork can be a violation of the College's General Conduct Policy. Whether AI is 

mailto:crew@mclennan.edu
https://calendly.com/paulannespantry-mcc/15min
mailto:counseling@mclennan.edu
https://www.mclennan.edu/foundation/scholarships-and-resources/emergencygrant.html
https://www.mclennan.edu/foundation/docs/Emergency_Grant_Application.pdf
https://www.mclennan.edu/Accommodations-Title-IX/academic-integrity/index.html
https://www.mclennan.edu/Accommodations-Title-IX/academic-integrity/index.html
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authorized in a course and the parameters in which AI can be used in a course will be 
outlined by each instructor.  
  
Minimum System Requirements to Utilize MCC’s D2L|Brightspace:  
Go to https://www.mclennan.edu/center-for-teaching-and-learning/Faculty-and-
StaffCommons/requirements.html for information on the minimum system requirements 
needed to reliably access your courses in MCC’s D2L|Brightspace learning 
management system.  
  
Minimum Technical Skills:   
Students should have basic computer skills, knowledge of word processing software, 
and a basic understanding of how to use search engines and common web browsers.  
  
Backup Plan for Technology:  
In the event MCC’s technology systems are down, you will be notified via your MCC 
student email address. Please note that all assignments and activities will be due on the 
date specified in the Instructor Plan, unless otherwise noted by the instructor.   
  
Email Policy:  
McLennan Community College would like to remind you of the policy  
(http://www.mclennan.edu/employees/policy-manual/docs/E-XXXI-B.pdf) regarding 
college email. All students, faculty, and staff are encouraged to use their McLennan 
email addresses when conducting college business.  
  
A student’s McLennan email address is the preferred email address that college 
employees should use for official college information or business. Students are 
expected to read and, if needed, respond in a timely manner to college emails. For more 
information about your student email account, go to www.mclennan.edu/studentemail.  
  
Instructional Uses of Email:  
Faculty members can determine classroom use of email or electronic communications.  
Faculty should expect and encourage students to check the college email on a regular 
basis. Faculty should inform students in the course syllabus if another communication 
method is to be used and of any special or unusual expectations for electronic 
communications.  
  

https://www.mclennan.edu/center-for-teaching-and-learning/Faculty-and-Staff-Commons/requirements.html
https://www.mclennan.edu/center-for-teaching-and-learning/Faculty-and-Staff-Commons/requirements.html
https://www.mclennan.edu/center-for-teaching-and-learning/Faculty-and-Staff-Commons/requirements.html
https://www.mclennan.edu/center-for-teaching-and-learning/Faculty-and-Staff-Commons/requirements.html
https://www.mclennan.edu/student-email/
https://www.mclennan.edu/student-email/
https://www.mclennan.edu/student-email/
https://www.mclennan.edu/student-email/
https://www.mclennan.edu/student-email/
https://www.mclennan.edu/student-email/
https://www.mclennan.edu/student-email/
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If a faculty member prefers not to communicate by email with their students, it should be 
reflected in the course syllabus and information should be provided for the preferred 
form of communication.  
  
Email on Mobile Devices:  
The College recommends that you set up your mobile device to receive McLennan 
emails. If you need assistance with set-up, you may email Helpdesk@mclennan.edu for 
help.  

You can find help on the McLennan website about connecting your McLennan email 
account to your mobile device:  

• Email Setup for iPhones and iPads  
• Email Setup for Androids  

  
Forwarding Emails:   
You may forward emails that come to your McLennan address to alternate email 
addresses; however, the College will not be held responsible for emails forwarded to an 
alternate address that may be lost or placed in junk or spam filters.  
  
For more helpful information about technology at MCC, go to MCC's Tech Support or 
email  helpdesk@mclennan.edu.  
  
Disclaimer:  
The resources and policies listed above are merely for informational purposes and are 
subject to change without notice or obligation. The College reserves the right to change 
policies and other requirements in compliance with State and Federal laws. The 
provisions of this document do not constitute a contract.  

https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-an-outlook-account-in-the-ios-mail-app-b2de2161-cc1d-49ef-9ef9-81acd1c8e234?ui=en-us&rs=en-us&ad=us
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-an-outlook-account-in-the-ios-mail-app-b2de2161-cc1d-49ef-9ef9-81acd1c8e234?ui=en-us&rs=en-us&ad=us
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-an-outlook-account-in-the-ios-mail-app-b2de2161-cc1d-49ef-9ef9-81acd1c8e234?ui=en-us&rs=en-us&ad=us
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-an-outlook-account-in-the-ios-mail-app-b2de2161-cc1d-49ef-9ef9-81acd1c8e234?ui=en-us&rs=en-us&ad=us
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-an-outlook-account-in-the-ios-mail-app-b2de2161-cc1d-49ef-9ef9-81acd1c8e234?ui=en-us&rs=en-us&ad=us
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-an-outlook-account-in-the-ios-mail-app-b2de2161-cc1d-49ef-9ef9-81acd1c8e234?ui=en-us&rs=en-us&ad=us
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-an-outlook-account-in-the-ios-mail-app-b2de2161-cc1d-49ef-9ef9-81acd1c8e234?ui=en-us&rs=en-us&ad=us
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-an-outlook-account-in-the-ios-mail-app-b2de2161-cc1d-49ef-9ef9-81acd1c8e234?ui=en-us&rs=en-us&ad=us
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-an-outlook-account-in-the-ios-mail-app-b2de2161-cc1d-49ef-9ef9-81acd1c8e234?ui=en-us&rs=en-us&ad=us
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-email-in-the-outlook-for-android-app-886db551-8dfa-4fd5-b835-f8e532091872
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-email-in-the-outlook-for-android-app-886db551-8dfa-4fd5-b835-f8e532091872
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-email-in-the-outlook-for-android-app-886db551-8dfa-4fd5-b835-f8e532091872
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/MCC%20Technology%20Resources
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/services.html
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/services.html
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/MCC%20Technology%20Resources
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/MCC%20Technology%20Resources
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/MCC%20Technology%20Resources
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/MCC%20Technology%20Resources
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/MCC%20Technology%20Resources
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/MCC%20Technology%20Resources
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/MCC%20Technology%20Resources
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/MCC%20Technology%20Resources
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/MCC%20Technology%20Resources
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