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Course Description:  

A survey of American literature from the period of exploration and settlement to the present. 
Students will study works of prose, poetry, drama, and fiction in relation to their historical and 
cultural contexts. Texts will be selected from among a diverse group of authors for what they 
reflect and reveal about the evolving American experience and character. 
 
Prerequisites and/or Corequisites: 
Prerequisite: ENGL 1301 or ENGL 2311. Semester Hours 3 (3 lec) 
 
Course Notes and Instructor Recommendations: 
Technical Requirements 

• Students enrolled in this online course need regular, reliable access to the internet 
and a computer (preferably a desktop or laptop computer). Also, students should 
regularly install updates to their browsers to ensure that they are using the most up-todate 
systems. 
• All students must download the Respondus LockDown Browser to take tests and 
quizzes for this course. You will be required to download this software the first time you 
access a quiz for this course. You will not be asked to come to MCC’s campus to take 
any test or quiz. 
• Students must have access to a digital video recording device, such as a web cam or 
smartphone to complete a required presentation. 

 
Recommended Programs 

• Microsoft Office 365 (FREE for all students) – please do not use Pages, Word Perfect, 
or MS Works as your word processing software. If you plan on using Google Drive to 
create documents for the course, be sure you can convert the gdoc file to a PDF. 

 
Using Brightspace: 

All course materials are posted on Brightspace, and all assignments must be 
submitted via Brightspace. Hence, students should check Brightspace regularly to keep 
up with course assignments. Please familiarize yourself with this course management 
software. The course can be accessed at brightspace.mclennan.edu. 

 
Turnitin 

In order to help students learn proper composition skills and to promote academic 
honesty, this class will use the services provided by Turnitin (hereinafter, the “Service”). 
The above URL contains information about the capabilities, services, terms and 
conditions, and privacy policy of the Service.  
Students agree that by taking this course all required papers may be subject to submission 
for textual similarity review to Turnitin for the detection of plagiarism. All submitted 
papers will be included as source documents in the Turnitin reference database solely for 
the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers. Students further understand that if the 
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results of the review support an allegation of academic dishonesty, the student’s work 
will be investigated and the student is subject to discipline according to policy. 

 
AI 

The use of ChatGPT or any form of AI is not permitted in this course. The Turnitin 
software has an AI detector and any offense will be treated as plagiarism.  

 
Instructor Information: 
Instructor Name: Molly Hunt 
MCC Email: mhunt@mclennan.edu 
Office Phone Number: 254-299-8960 
Office Location: FOB 107 
Office/Teacher Conference Hours: My office hours are Monday & Wednesday from 10:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m. I available on Tuesday & Thursday from 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. online via Zoom. 
Please email me to make an appointment. 
 
Required Text & Materials: 
Title: The Norton Anthology of American Literature: Shorter Tenth Edition (2 volumes)  
Editor: Robert S. Levine  
Edition: Shorter Tenth Edition  
Publisher: W. W. Norton  
ISBN: 978-0-393-88444-9 
 
MCC Bookstore Website:   http://www.mclennan.edu/bookstore/ 
 
Methods of Teaching and Learning: 
This course uses a combination of required readings, recorded lectures, discussion boards, 
written assessments, a mid-term, and final exam to encourage students to think critically about 
major social/cultural changes in American history. 
 
Course Objectives and/or Competencies: 
This course offers a broad survey overview and a foundational basis for general education within 
the liberal arts. It also prepares students for further study within the academic arena of literature. 

• Critical Thinking (CT): Requires creative innovation in interpretation, inquiry, and 
analyses of a wide variety of texts and a synthesis of texts with secondary sources. 
• Communication Skills (COM): Requires effective development, interpretation, and 
expression of ideas through written, oral, and visual communication 
• Social Responsibility (SR): Requires consideration of other cultures and other time 
periods, which in turn leads to knowledge of civic responsibility in regional, national, and 

http://www.mclennan.edu/bookstore/
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global communities. This knowledge prepares students for an understanding of the effects 
of good social responsibility, as well as the consequences of the lack thereof in 
communities, nations, and the world 
• Personal Responsibility (PR): Includes skills in connecting choices, actions, and 
consequences to ethical decision-making, as demonstrated in the wide variety of texts 
covered in these classes. 

 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will: 

• Identify key themes, representative authors and works, significant historical or 
cultural events, and characteristic perspectives or attitudes expressed in the literature 
of different periods or regions 

• Analyze literary works as expressions of individual or communal values within the 
social, political, cultural, or religious contexts of different literary periods 

• Demonstrate knowledge of the development of characteristic forms or styles of 
expression during different historical periods or in different regions 

• Articulate the aesthetic principles that guide the scope and variety of works in the arts 
and humanities 

 
Course Outline or Schedule: 
All assignments are due on Sunday night by 11:59pm except for Final Exam and Essay. 
 
Orientation – 3/23 
Discussion Board 
 
Unit 1 – due 3/30 

• Utopian Promise 
• William Bradford 

o “Of Plymouth Plantation” – selected chapters 
• Puritan Women 

o Anne Bradstreet 
 Selected poems 

o Mary Rowlandson 
 “Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson” 

• J. Hector St. John de Crevecoeur  
o "What is an American?"  

• Reading Questions 
• Discussion Board 

 
Unit 2 – due 4/6 
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• Washington Irving 
o Rip Van Winkle 

• Edgar Allen Poe 
o Gothic Literature 
o “The Fall of The House of Usher”; “Ligeia” 

• Ralph Waldo Emerson 
o Transcendentalism 
o “Nature”; “Self-Reliance” 

• Women Writers 
o Harriet Beecher Stowe 

 “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” 
 “Trials of a Housekeeper” 

• Reading Questions 
• Discussion Board 

 
Unit 3 – due 4/13 

• Walt Whitman 
“Preface” to Leaves of Grass (first four paragraphs)  
“Song of Myself” (sections 1-10, 15, 21, 24, and 51-52)  

• Emily Dickenson 
  Poems 

• Mark Twain 
o “The War Prayer”; 

• Kate Chopin 
o “Desiree’s Baby” 

• W.E.B DuBois 
o Selections From “The Souls of Black Folk” 

• Reading Questions 
• Discussion Board 

 
Mid-Term Exam – due 4/20 
 
Unit 4 – due 4/27 

• Robert Frost 
o “The Mending Wall”; “Home Burial” 

• Eudora Welty 
o “A Worn Path” 

• Langston Hughes 
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o “Harlem” 
o “I, Too” 
o “Let America Be America Again” 

• Reading Questions  
• Discussion Board 

 
Unit 5 – due 5/4 

• Billy Collins 
• Flannery O’Connor 
• Sylvia Plath 
• Alice Walker 
• Li-Young Lee 
• Sherman Alexie 
• Reading Questions 
• Discussion Board 

 
Final Exam – 5/6 
 
Course Grading Information: 
Grades in the course will be based on a sum of the weighted average of the grades the student 
earns for each course requirement. Please refer to the course requirements for the instructor’s 
expectations of students. 
 
Final grades will correspond to the following scale: 
A = 90-100 B = 80-89 C = 70-79 D = 60-69 F = 0-59 
 
Reading Questions/Quizzes    25% 
Discussion Boards     25% 
Mid-Term Exam     25%      
Final Exam      25% 
     
*Note: I reserve the right to adjust these percentages as necessary. 
 
Late Work, Attendance, and Make Up Work Policies: 
Given the brevity of this class, LATE WORK IS NOT PERMITTED. If unforeseen events 
prevent you from completing a task on time, you need to CONTACT ME BEFORE THE 
DEADLINE with an explanation and a timeline to complete the assignment if you need an 
extension. 
 
Attendance will be based on the submission of all class work for the designated attendance 
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dates. Attendance cannot be made up. 
 
Students may be withdrawn from the class when they have missed 25% of the classwork before 
the last day for student-initiated withdrawals. Students who reach the 25% limit after the last 
day for student-initiated withdrawals may receive a grade of F. 
 
Extra credit work is not offered in the class. 
 
Only one submission is allowed for each assignment in Brightspace. No re-writes will be 
accepted after the date on which the assignment is due. 
 
All work is turned in via Brightspace. I do not accept assignments through email.  
 
Student Behavioral Expectations or Conduct Policy: 
Students are expected to improve their own reading, thinking, and writing skills and to assist 
their fellow classmates to do the same. To create comfortable learning environment for all 
present, students are asked to respect their colleagues. Disrespectful comments on discussion 
boards will not be tolerated. Repeat offenders will be reported to MCC’s Discipline Coordinator 
and, in extreme cases, dropped from the course. 
 
Course Policy on Academic Dishonesty 
Students found to be guilty of acts of academic dishonesty including but not limited to: 

• copying another’s work,  
• presenting the work of another’s as their own – this includes AI generated content 
• copying from sources without documentation,  
• purchasing papers,  
• gaining access to quiz and/or test answers prior to taking the quiz/test)  

 
These offense are subject to college policy as found in the Highlander Guide. In addition, in this 
class, students are subject to the following discipline: 
 

• First Offense: failing grade on the assignment & report to MCC’s Discipline 
Coordinator 

• Second Offense: failing grade in the course & report to MCC’s Discipline Coordinator 
 
Click Here for the MCC Attendance/Absences Policy 
(https://www.mclennan.edu/highlander-guide/policies.html) 
Click on the link above for the college policies on attendance and absences.  Your instructor may 
have additional guidelines specific to this course. 
 
 

https://www.mclennan.edu/highlander-guide/policies.html
https://www.mclennan.edu/highlander-guide/policies.html
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ACADEMIC RESOURCES/POLICIES  
  
Accommodations/ADA Statement:  
Any student who is a qualified individual with a disability may request reasonable 
accommodations to assist with providing equal access to educational opportunities. 
Students should contact Accommodations (Disability Services) as soon as possible to 
provide documentation and make necessary arrangements. Once that process is 
completed, appropriate verification will be provided to the student and instructor. Please 
note that instructors are not required to provide classroom accommodations to students 
until appropriate verification has been provided by the Accommodations Coordinator. 
For additional information, please visit www.mclennan.edu/disability  
  
Students with questions or who require assistance with disabilities involving physical, 
classroom, or testing accommodations should contact:  

disabilities@mclennan.edu (254)299-8122 Room 
319, Student Services  

  
Title IX:  
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 is a Federal civil rights law that prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of sex in educational programs and activities that receive 
Federal funds. We care about your safety and value an environment where students 
and instructors can successfully teach and learn together. If you or someone you know 
experiences unwelcomed behavior, we are here to help. Individuals who would like to 
report a Title IX incident are encouraged to immediately contact the Title IX Coordinator 
at titleix@mclennan.edu or by calling, Dr. Claudette Jackson, (Accommodations/Title IX) 
at (254) 299-8465. 
 
Additionally, Title IX provides rights and protections for pregnant and newly parenting 
students which can include educational accommodations such as excused absences 

http://www.mclennan.edu/disability
http://www.mclennan.edu/disability
mailto:titleix@mclennan.edu
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and the opportunity to make up assignments and tests. Lactation spaces are also 
available on campus. Please email titleix@mclennan.edu for more information.   
 
MCC employees are mandatory reporters and must report incidents immediately to the 
Title IX Coordinator. Faculty and Staff may email titleix@mclennan.edu to submit a 
report.  
 
Individuals may also contact the MCC Police Department at (254) 299-8911 or the MCC 
Student Counseling Center at (254) 299-8210. The MCC Student Counseling Center is 
a confidential resource for students. Any student may report sexual harassment 
anonymously by visiting https://www.lighthouse-services.com 
 
Visit McLennan’s Title IX webpage at https://www.mclennan.edu/titleix/ to learn more 
about Title IX protections, reporting, and resources. 
 
Student Support/Resources:  
MCC provides a variety of services to support student success in the classroom and in 
your academic pursuits to include counseling, tutors, technology help desk, advising, 
financial aid, etc. A listing of these and the many other services available to our students 
is available at http://www.mclennan.edu/campus-resource-guide/  
  
Academic Support and Tutoring is here to help students with all their course-related 
needs. Specializing in one-on-one tutoring, developing study skills, and effectively 
writing essays. Academic Support and Tutoring can be found in the Library and main 
floor of the Learning Commons. This service is available to students in person or 
through Zoom. You can contact the Academic Support and Tutoring team via Zoom or 
email (ast@mclennan.edu) by going to our website  
(https://www.mclennan.edu/academic-support-and-tutoring/)  
 
At our campus, we understand that students face numerous challenges beyond the 
classroom. That’s why we offer Success Coaches who are dedicated to helping you 
succeed. Our coaches know that life can sometimes get in the way of your educational 
goals. Through personalized meetings, Success Coaches empower you to overcome 
obstacles, maximize your potential, and create a clear path to both academic and 
personal success. Our Success Coaches are ready to help you achieve your dreams! 
Schedule your appointment today by calling 254-299-8226 or emailing 
success@mclennan.edu. 
 

mailto:titleix@mclennan.edu
mailto:titleix@mclennan.edu
https://www.lighthouse-services.com/mclennan/
https://www.mclennan.edu/titleix/
http://www.mclennan.edu/campus-resource-guide/
http://www.mclennan.edu/campus-resource-guide/
https://mclennan.zoom.us/j/2542998500
https://mclennan.zoom.us/j/2542998500
https://www.mclennan.edu/academic-support-and-tutoring/
https://www.mclennan.edu/academic-support-and-tutoring/
https://www.mclennan.edu/academic-support-and-tutoring/
https://www.mclennan.edu/academic-support-and-tutoring/
mailto:success@mclennan.edu
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College personnel also recognize that food, housing, and transportation are essential for 
student success. If you are having trouble securing these resources and other essential 
resources, we encourage you to contact the CREW - Campus Resources Education 
Web by calling 254-299-8561 or emailing crew@mclennan.edu. 
 
 
  
Paulanne’s Pantry (MCC’s food pantry) provides free food by appointment to students, 
faculty and staff. To schedule an appointment, go to 
https://calendly.com/paulannespantry-mcc/15min.  
 
Success Coaching Services, the CREW, and Paulanne's Pantry are located on the 
second floor of the Student Services building in Success Coaching Services, suite 249. 
 
The Student Counseling Center offers confidential mental health counseling to currently 
enrolled students at no charge. Counselors are trained to help students with problems 
related to personal, social, and emotional concerns. Sessions focus on short-term goals 
in order to facilitate students college success and adjustment.  This service is available 
to students in person or through Zoom.  
 
Make an appointment to meet with a counselor by visiting the center in the Wellness & 
Fitness building, room 101, calling 254-299-8210, or emailing 
counseling@mclennan.edu.  
 
 
MCC Foundation Emergency Grant Fund:  
Unanticipated expenses, such as car repairs, medical bills, housing, or job loss can 
affect us all. Should an unexpected expense arise, the MCC Foundation has an 
emergency grant fund that may be able to assist you. Please go to  
https://www.mclennan.edu/foundation/scholarships-and-resources/emergencygrant.html 
to find out more about the emergency grant. The application can be found at 
https://www.mclennan.edu/foundation/scholarships-and-resources/emergencygrant.html    
  
MCC Academic Integrity Statement:  
Please view our Academic integrity statement for more information about academic 
integrity, dishonesty, and cheating. The unauthorized use of artificial intelligence (AI) for 
classwork can be a violation of the College's General Conduct Policy. Whether AI is 

mailto:crew@mclennan.edu
https://calendly.com/paulannespantry-mcc/15min
mailto:counseling@mclennan.edu
https://www.mclennan.edu/foundation/scholarships-and-resources/emergencygrant.html
https://www.mclennan.edu/foundation/docs/Emergency_Grant_Application.pdf
https://www.mclennan.edu/Accommodations-Title-IX/academic-integrity/index.html
https://www.mclennan.edu/Accommodations-Title-IX/academic-integrity/index.html
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authorized in a course and the parameters in which AI can be used in a course will be 
outlined by each instructor.  
  
Minimum System Requirements to Utilize MCC’s D2L|Brightspace:  
Go to https://www.mclennan.edu/center-for-teaching-and-learning/Faculty-and-
StaffCommons/requirements.html for information on the minimum system requirements 
needed to reliably access your courses in MCC’s D2L|Brightspace learning 
management system.  
  
Minimum Technical Skills:   
Students should have basic computer skills, knowledge of word processing software, 
and a basic understanding of how to use search engines and common web browsers.  
  
Backup Plan for Technology:  
In the event MCC’s technology systems are down, you will be notified via your MCC 
student email address. Please note that all assignments and activities will be due on the 
date specified in the Instructor Plan, unless otherwise noted by the instructor.   
  
Email Policy:  
McLennan Community College would like to remind you of the policy  
(http://www.mclennan.edu/employees/policy-manual/docs/E-XXXI-B.pdf) regarding 
college email. All students, faculty, and staff are encouraged to use their McLennan 
email addresses when conducting college business.  
  
A student’s McLennan email address is the preferred email address that college 
employees should use for official college information or business. Students are 
expected to read and, if needed, respond in a timely manner to college emails. For more 
information about your student email account, go to www.mclennan.edu/studentemail.  
  
Instructional Uses of Email:  
Faculty members can determine classroom use of email or electronic communications.  
Faculty should expect and encourage students to check the college email on a regular 
basis. Faculty should inform students in the course syllabus if another communication 
method is to be used and of any special or unusual expectations for electronic 
communications.  
  

https://www.mclennan.edu/center-for-teaching-and-learning/Faculty-and-Staff-Commons/requirements.html
https://www.mclennan.edu/center-for-teaching-and-learning/Faculty-and-Staff-Commons/requirements.html
https://www.mclennan.edu/center-for-teaching-and-learning/Faculty-and-Staff-Commons/requirements.html
https://www.mclennan.edu/center-for-teaching-and-learning/Faculty-and-Staff-Commons/requirements.html
https://www.mclennan.edu/student-email/
https://www.mclennan.edu/student-email/
https://www.mclennan.edu/student-email/
https://www.mclennan.edu/student-email/
https://www.mclennan.edu/student-email/
https://www.mclennan.edu/student-email/
https://www.mclennan.edu/student-email/
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If a faculty member prefers not to communicate by email with their students, it should be 
reflected in the course syllabus and information should be provided for the preferred 
form of communication.  
  
Email on Mobile Devices:  
The College recommends that you set up your mobile device to receive McLennan 
emails. If you need assistance with set-up, you may email Helpdesk@mclennan.edu for 
help.  

You can find help on the McLennan website about connecting your McLennan email 
account to your mobile device:  

• Email Setup for iPhones and iPads  
• Email Setup for Androids  

  
Forwarding Emails:   
You may forward emails that come to your McLennan address to alternate email 
addresses; however, the College will not be held responsible for emails forwarded to an 
alternate address that may be lost or placed in junk or spam filters.  
  
For more helpful information about technology at MCC, go to MCC's Tech Support or 
email  helpdesk@mclennan.edu.  
  
Disclaimer:  
The resources and policies listed above are merely for informational purposes and are 
subject to change without notice or obligation. The College reserves the right to change 
policies and other requirements in compliance with State and Federal laws. The 
provisions of this document do not constitute a contract.  

https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-an-outlook-account-in-the-ios-mail-app-b2de2161-cc1d-49ef-9ef9-81acd1c8e234?ui=en-us&rs=en-us&ad=us
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-an-outlook-account-in-the-ios-mail-app-b2de2161-cc1d-49ef-9ef9-81acd1c8e234?ui=en-us&rs=en-us&ad=us
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-an-outlook-account-in-the-ios-mail-app-b2de2161-cc1d-49ef-9ef9-81acd1c8e234?ui=en-us&rs=en-us&ad=us
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-an-outlook-account-in-the-ios-mail-app-b2de2161-cc1d-49ef-9ef9-81acd1c8e234?ui=en-us&rs=en-us&ad=us
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-an-outlook-account-in-the-ios-mail-app-b2de2161-cc1d-49ef-9ef9-81acd1c8e234?ui=en-us&rs=en-us&ad=us
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-an-outlook-account-in-the-ios-mail-app-b2de2161-cc1d-49ef-9ef9-81acd1c8e234?ui=en-us&rs=en-us&ad=us
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-an-outlook-account-in-the-ios-mail-app-b2de2161-cc1d-49ef-9ef9-81acd1c8e234?ui=en-us&rs=en-us&ad=us
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-an-outlook-account-in-the-ios-mail-app-b2de2161-cc1d-49ef-9ef9-81acd1c8e234?ui=en-us&rs=en-us&ad=us
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-an-outlook-account-in-the-ios-mail-app-b2de2161-cc1d-49ef-9ef9-81acd1c8e234?ui=en-us&rs=en-us&ad=us
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-email-in-the-outlook-for-android-app-886db551-8dfa-4fd5-b835-f8e532091872
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-email-in-the-outlook-for-android-app-886db551-8dfa-4fd5-b835-f8e532091872
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/set-up-email-in-the-outlook-for-android-app-886db551-8dfa-4fd5-b835-f8e532091872
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/MCC%20Technology%20Resources
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/services.html
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/services.html
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/MCC%20Technology%20Resources
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/MCC%20Technology%20Resources
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/MCC%20Technology%20Resources
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/MCC%20Technology%20Resources
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/MCC%20Technology%20Resources
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/MCC%20Technology%20Resources
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/MCC%20Technology%20Resources
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/MCC%20Technology%20Resources
https://www.mclennan.edu/tech-support/MCC%20Technology%20Resources
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