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Course Description:

SGNL 1402 — Beginning ASL:

Continues the development of beginning communication skills in American Sign Language
(ASL). Covers fingerspelling vocabulary, and basic sentence structure and grammatical features
of ASL. Develops receptive and expressive ability and allows recognition and demonstration of
more sophisticated grammatical features of American Sign Language (ASL). Increases fluency
and accuracy in fingerspelling and numbers. Provides opportunities for interaction within the
Deaf community. (This course is the Capstone course for the Studies in Deafness Certificate.)
Semester Hours 4 (3 lec/2 lab)

Prerequisites and/or Corequisites:
Prerequisite: SGNL 1401 Beginning ASL | with a grade of C or better.

Instructor Information:

Instructor Name: Stephan Rohatyn

MCC Email: srohatyn@mclennan.edu

Office Phone Number: N/A

Office Location: CSC Building — E Section Rm: 210
Office/Teacher Conference Hours: By Appointment Only

Required Text & Materials:

Title: Signing Naturally Units 7-12 Student Set
Author: Cheri Smith, Ella Mae Lentz, and Ken Mikos
Publisher: Dawn Sign Press

ISBN: 9781581212211

MCC Bookstore Website: http://www.mclennan.edu/bookstore/

Methods of Teaching and Learning:

A major portion of this course will be taught in ASL. A limited amount of speech will be allowed
at certain times during the period. For most of the lesson, speech is considered disruptive to the
visual language learning process. Speaking at inappropriate times will result in a lowered
participation/daily grade. Students are expected to give visual attention and feedback to the
instructor and other students in accordance with Deaf cultural norms. Students will also learn by
first-hand interaction with the Deaf community, class dialogues, watching videos, and
completing written assignments. Instructor will use daily interaction and participation, quizzes,
performance tests, written tests, to assess student understanding on GoReact. The student
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should have knowledge of using a Web browser, computer, and email: the ability to create and
save documents; the ability to send and receive electronic documents; and a general
understanding of online technologies and appropriate online behavior. MCC based Computer
requirements are:

Hardware:
Internet connection (at least 56k, but a high speed connection is recommended) BrightSpace
recommends using a monitor that supports a resolution of 1024x768 or higher.

Software:

Web browser to access BrightSpace (An up-to-date version of Mozilla Firefox or MS Internet
Explorer is recommended.) Word processing software that allows you to save documents in rich
text format. (MS Office or Open Office is recommended.) If MS Office is not available, students
may download Word viewer and other viewers from the Microsoft Website to access documents
provided by Chief Training Officers. Certain areas of Blackboard require Java 2 RunTime
Environment. Java may be downloaded from www.java.com Some portions of the course may
require one or more of these plug-in application programs: Adobe Acrobat Reader Apple
QuickTime Adobe Flash Player.

Course Objectives and/or Competencies:

Appropriate workplace competencies and foundation/skills identified by the Secretaries
Commission on Achieving Necessary Skills (SCANS) are integrated into the following
objective/competencies (see Appendix B). The objectives listed below are also linked to the
Student Learning Outcomes (SLO) for the program (see Appendix A).

The student will be able to:

1. Recognize and exhibit ASL syntax at a more complex level, including non-manual signals and
grammatical markers and complex questions and statements (SLOS8).

2. Demonstrate the ability to express and receive an expanded ASL core vocabulary (SLO 8).

3. Demonstrate the ability to use appropriate sign vocabulary choices based on conceptual
accuracy rather than on English-language equivalents (SLO 8).

4. Demonstrate accurate use of the manual alphabet and the numbering systems at moderate
conversational rates of speed (SLO 8).

5. Consistently use culturally appropriate behaviors such as attention-getting, maintaining eye
contact, etc., and be able to identify appropriate and inappropriate behaviors for use in large and
small-group settings (SLO 5).
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6. Perform various functions in ASL communications with additional complexity and using
appropriate communication strategies (SLO 8).

7. Continue to use reasoning skills to extract meaning of vocabulary and to formulate concepts of
the grammatical structure of ASL.

8. Select and use appropriate technology (e.g. video camera, computer software) (SLO 11).

9. Use visualization techniques to communicate about topics when the student has not learned
the relevant sign vocabulary

10. Interact appropriately with instructor, lab instructor, and other students in all classroom
activities (SLO 13).

11. Complete and hand in long-term and out-of-class assignments (Bravo Family Videotapes,
Deaf Cultural experiences, etc.)

12. Use the following grammatical features in short narratives and instructor-directed dialogs and
conversations: inflected signs, agreement verbs, spatial referencing, classifiers, and temporal
sequencing. Also demonstrate appropriate methods of initiating, continuing and terminating short
conversations specific to given situations (SLO 8)

Content Standards and Benchmark Stages

The framework for ASL instruction presented in this document is based on the development of
student understanding and skills in the five strands/principles identified by the National
Standards in Foreign Language Project. These principles (strands) are considered the “five C’s of
foreign language education as follows:

« Communication « Culture « Connections « Comparisons « Communities

Because ASL is a visual language, instead of emphasizing only skills of listening, speaking,
reading, and writing, the ASL framework focuses on communication as it occurs in real settings
between and among people who communicate individually and in groups. The communication
principle recognizes three communication modes that place primary emphasis on the context and
purpose of communication.

« Interpersonal mode recognizes the exchange that occurs when individuals negotiate meaning,
usually in a face-to-face or person-to-person context (e.g., conversational skills).

* Interpretive communication occurs when one receives information from a text or signed format
(e.q., receptive skills - understanding movies, television broadcasts, or presentations).

* Presentational mode, the language user creates “one way” messages for consumption by a
group of people (audience), as in presentations (e.g., expressive skills - storytelling, making
presentations).
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Principle 1: Communication

Expressing and comprehending information while interacting in ASL.

Standard 1.1

Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings or emotions,
and exchange opinions (interpersonal mode).

Standard 1.2

Students understand and interpret ASL on a variety of topics. (Interpretive mode).

Standard 1.3

Students present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers on a
variety of topics (presentational mode).

Principle 2: Culture
Developing knowledge and understanding of the culture in which ASL is used.

Standard 2.1

Students demonstrate cultural understanding of the relationship between the practices and
perspectives appropriate to the culture in which ASL is used.

Standard 2.2

Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the products and perspectives
appropriate to the culture in which ASL is used.

Principle 3: Connections

Reinforcing and increasing knowledge of other disciplines through the use of ASL.

Standard 3.1

Students reinforce and further their knowledge of other subjects, and their knowledge of and
skills in using ASL.

Standard 3.2

Students acquire information and recognize the distinctive viewpoints that are only available
through the use of ASL.

Principle 4: Comparisons

Comparing and contrasting ASL and its culture with a student’s own language and culture.
Standard 4.1

Students demonstrate an understanding of the nature of language through comparisons of the
language studied (ASL) and their own.
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Standard 4.2

Students demonstrate an understanding of the concepts of culture through comparisons of Deaf
culture and their own culture.

Principle 5: Communities

Participate in ASL communities.

Standard 5.1

Students use ASL both within and beyond the school setting.

Standard 5.2

Students show evidence of becoming life-long learners by using ASL for personal enjoyment

and enrichment

Course Outline or Schedule:

**Please note that the due dates are not posted in the syllabus due to the possible changes. Please
refer to Brightspace for the due dates. Assignments may be changed. Check Brightspace for
updated information.

Week Signing Naturally Units 7 - 12 Projects/Due Dates

1- Welcome to ASL 2 — - Must watch videos prior to class in order to

Week of Jan | Introduction, Syllabus, complete in class activities to get points for

12 Expectations, Get the Textbook | 9rade. See Brightspace.

Unit7—Lessons 7.1t0 7.3 Due: Check Brightspace for due dates
- Lesson 7.1 assignment due

2— Unit 7 — Lessons 7.4 to 7.6 Jan 20 - MLK — No Classes

Week of Jan ) ) )

19 - Must watch videos prior to class in order to
complete in class activities to get points for
grade. See Brightspace.

Due: Check Brightspace for due dates
- Lesson 7.5 assignment due
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3- Unit 7 — Lessons 7.7 to 7.12 - Must watch videos prior to class in order to
Week of Jan complete in class activities to get points for
26 grade. See Brightspace.

Due: Check Brightspace for due dates

- Lessons 7.8 and 7.9 assignments due
4 — Unit 7 Exams — In Class - Must watch videos prior to class in order to
Week of Feb ) complete in class activities to get points for
2 Unit8 — Lessons 8.1 10 8.2 grade. See Brightspace.

Due: Check Brightspace for due dates

- Unit 7 — Receptive Exam — In Class

- Unit 7 — Expressive Exam — In Class

Due: Check Brightspace for due dates

- Lesson 8.1 assignment due
5- Unit 8 — Lessons 8.3 t0 8.7 - Must watch videos prior to class in order to
Week of Feb complete in class activities to get points for
9 grade. See Brightspace.

Due: Check Brightspace for due dates

- Lessons 8.3, 8.4, and 8.7 assignments due
6 — Unit 8 — Lessons 8.8 t0 8.11 - Must watch videos prior to class in order to
Week of Feb complete in class activities to get points for
16 grade. See Brightspace.

Due: Check Brightspace for due dates
- Lesson 8.9 assignment due

- Deaf Community Reflection #1 due
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7- Unit 8 — Lessons 8.12 to 8.14 Due: Check Brightspace for due dates
Week of Feb . . .
23 Unit 8 Exams - Unit 8 Expressive Exam

- Unit 8 Receptive Exam
8- Unit 9 — Lessons 9.1 t0 9.6 - Must watch videos prior to class in order to
Week of complete in class activities to get points for
Mar 2 grade. See Brightspace.

Due: Check Brightspace for due dates

- Lessons 9.1, 9.3, and 9.6 assignments due
Mar 9 to 16 Spring Break Spring Break
9- Unit 9 — Lessons 9.7 to 9.10 - Must watch videos prior to class in order to
Week of complete in class activities to get points for
Mar 16 grade. See Brightspace.

Due: Check Brightspace for due dates

- Lessons 9.7 and 9.10 (in class) assignments

due
10 - Unit 9 — Lessons 9.11 to 9.14 Due: Check Brightspace for due dates
Week of . - Unit 9 — Receptive Exam
Mar 23 Unit 9 Exams — In Class - Unit 9 — Expressive Exam
11 - Unit 10 — Lessons 10.1 to 10.5 - Must watch videos prior to class in order to
Week of complete in class activities to get points for
Mar 30 grade. See Brightspace.

Due: Check Brightspace for due dates
- 10.5— Lessons 10.1 to 10.5 Story
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12 - Unit 10 — Lessons 10.6 to 10.9 - Must watch videos prior to class in order to
Week of Apr ] complete in class activities to get points for
6 Unit 10 Exams grade. See Brightspace.

Due: Check Brightspace for due dates

- 10.5— Lessons 10.6 to 10.9 Story

- Unit 10 — Receptive Exam

- Unit 10 — Expressive Exam
13- Unit 11 — Lessons 11.1 to 11.6 - Must watch videos prior to class in order to
Week of Apr complete in class activities to get points for
13 grade. See Brightspace.

Due: Check Brightspace for due dates

- 11.1 — Discussing One’s Knowledge and

Abilities

- 11.3 — Asking Opinion About Someone

- 11.4 — Describing Reactions

- 11.5 — Fingerspelling: States and Provinces
14 — Unit 11 — Lessons 11.7 t0 11.13 | - Must watch videos prior to class in order to
Week of Apr complete in class activities to get points for
20 grade. See Brightspace.

Due: Check Brightspace for due dates

- 11.9 — Discussing Personal Goals

- Prepare for Final Presentation
15 - Final Exams (Presentation) and | Due: Check Brightspace for due dates
Week of Apr | Unit 11 Receptive Exam ] ]
27 - Deaf Artist Presentation — Exam — In class

- Chat with Tutors Semester Long
Assignment Due

- Deaf Reflection #2 due
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Course Grading Information:

Category Assignments Possible Points
(may change)
Practice Chat with the Tutors Semester | 140 points
Long Assignment
Application Deaf Community Reflections | 591 points
(x2)
Assignments
Evaluation Receptive Exams 700 points
Expressive Exams
In-Class Activities Various in-class activities 620 points

TOTAL:

2051 Possible Points

Grading Scale:

100-90% A
89-80% B
79-70% C
69-65% D

10
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64-0% F

Chat with the Tutors Semester Long Assignment:

You will have the opportunity to chat with the tutors about what you’ve learned in class and the
tutors may talk about random things. You will be assessed on your signing skills and
participation.

In Class Activities
You will need to watch the videos on Brightspace prior to attending classes. The instructors will
assess your signing skills and participation in the activities.

Deaf Community Reflections (x2)

The Deaf Community Reflections are designed to help you go to the Deaf community and
interact with the members. You are required to have a minimum of 20 hours of Deaf Community
(20 hours per reflection). This is also to help you retain and apply what you've learned in class
when attending to various Deaf events. You are required to look for Deaf events. Please see
Brightspace for details.

Assignments
You will complete a series of assignments throughout the course. The majority of these

assignments are to assess your expressive skills.

Receptive Exams
The Receptive portion is designed to improve and retain your receptive skills and this will cover
the materials up to the end of each unit. This will include information from lectures.

Expressive Exams

The Expressive portion is designed to assess your signing skills and apply what you've learned
throughout the unit. This will cover the materials up to the end of each unit. This will include
information from lectures.

Lab Hours are required: Typically, 1 hour per credit hour for the course. Lab hours can be
any of the following: the onsite ASL Lab, group practice outside of class (in person or via

11
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Zoom), and/or onsite/Zoom tutoring.

ASL Tutors: There will be ASL tutors available in the onsite lab as well as Zoom lab, weekly.
Tutoring Lab hours are posted in Brightspace.

Late Work, Attendance, and Make Up Work Policies:

If a student is not in attendance in accordance with the policies/guidelines of the class as outlined
in the course syllabus as of the course census date, faculty are required to drop students from
their class roster prior to certifying the respective class roster. A student’s financial aid will be
re-evaluated accordingly and the student will only receive funding for those courses attended as
of the course census date.

Assignments are due every SUNDAY by 11:59pm unless otherwise specified by the instructor.
Exams are due on specified Mondays as stated on the syllabus. If you feel that you are struggling
to complete assignments for this course, it is YOUR responsibility to come and speak with me
BEFORE an assignment is due. Late work is not accepted unless you have major extenuating
circumstances and have also gotten permission from me.

Response:
Please allow at least 24 hours for me to respond to your email regarding inquiries.

Attendance:
Class attendance is expected. It is imperative that you show up each class as we have in-class
activities that is worth points and will be added to your final grade.

When you are absent it is your responsibility to:
e Check D2L/Brightspace for handouts/assignments, etc.

e Consult with another student on missed notes and information

e Bring in the current day’s assignment, as well as assignments due on the day(s) you were
absent

e Request a copy of any handout material from your instructor (if it is not on D2L/Brightspace)
o Specific title(s) of the handout should be requested

e You may make an appointment with the instructor during office hours for additional individual
assistance.

12



ASL 2
SGNL_1402_001 F2F

e Understand the instructor cannot “catch you up” on missed class information during class.

Click Here for the MCC Attendance/Absences Policy
(https://www.mclennan.edu/highlander-guide/policies.html)

Click on the link above for the college policies on attendance and absences. Your instructor may
have additional guidelines specific to this course.

Technical difficulties:

Technical difficulties will not relieve you of your responsibility for turning in assignments or
completing assignments on time. Attempt all assignments and quizzes early so you may seek
help as needed. I suggest allowing a minimum of 24 hours to ensure all assignments are
submitted successfully, on time.

Video recorded assignments:

When doing any recording of assignments for this class, make sure that you are not chewing gum
and that your clothing is conducive to reading signs with no large graphics, or other designs that
interfere with reading signs. When in doubt, ASK!

Student Behavioral Expectations or Conduct Policy:

Students are expected to maintain classroom decorum that includes respect for other students and
the instructor, prompt and regular attendance, and an attitude that seeks to take full advantage of
the education opportunity.

13
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MCLENNAN

V COMMUNITY COLLEGE

ACADEMIC RESOURCES/POLICIES

Accommodations/ADA Statement:

Any student who is a qualified individual with a disability may request reasonable
accommodations to assist with providing equal access to educational opportunities.
Students should contact Accommodations (Disability Services) as soon as possible to
provide documentation and make necessary arrangements. Once that process is
completed, appropriate verification will be provided to the student and instructor. Please
note that instructors are not required to provide classroom accommodations to students
until appropriate verification has been provided by the Accommodations Coordinator.
For additional information, please visit www.mclennan.edu/disability

Students with questions or who require assistance with disabilities involving physical,
classroom, or testing accommodations should contact:

disabilities@mclennan.edu (254)299-8122 Room

319, Student Services

Title IX:

Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 is a Federal civil rights law that prohibits
discrimination on the basis of sex in educational programs and activities that receive
Federal funds. We care about your safety and value an environment where students
and instructors can successfully teach and learn together. If you or someone you know
experiences unwelcomed behavior, we are here to help. Individuals who would like to
report a Title IX incident are encouraged to immediately contact the Title IX Coordinator

at titleix@mclennan.edu or by calling, Dr. Claudette Jackson, (Accommodations/Title IX)
at (254) 299-8465.

Additionally, Title IX provides rights and protections for pregnant and newly parenting
students which can include educational accommodations such as excused absences
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and the opportunity to make up assignments and tests. Lactation spaces are also
available on campus. Please email titleix@mclennan.edu for more information.

MCC employees are mandatory reporters and must report incidents immediately to the
Title IX Coordinator. Faculty and Staff may email titleix@mclennan.edu to submit a
report.

Individuals may also contact the MCC Police Department at (254) 299-8911 or the MCC
Student Counseling Center at (254) 299-8210. The MCC Student Counseling Center is
a confidential resource for students. Any student may report sexual harassment
anonymously by visiting https://www.lighthouse-services.com

Visit McLennan’s Title IX webpage at https://www.mclennan.edul/titleix/ to learn more
about Title IX protections, reporting, and resources.

Student Support/Resources:

MCC provides a variety of services to support student success in the classroom and in
your academic pursuits to include counseling, tutors, technology help desk, advising,
financial aid, etc. A listing of these and the many other services available to our students
is available at http://www.mclennan.edu/campus-resource-guide/

Academic Support and Tutoring is here to help students with all their course-related
needs. Specializing in one-on-one tutoring, developing study skills, and effectively
writing essays. Academic Support and Tutoring can be found in the Library and main
floor of the Learning Commons. This service is available to students in person or
through Zoom. You can contact the Academic Support and Tutoring team via Zoom or
email (ast@mclennan.edu) by going to our website
(https://www.mclennan.edu/academic-support-and-tutoring/)

At our campus, we understand that students face numerous challenges beyond the
classroom. That’'s why we offer Success Coaches who are dedicated to helping you
succeed. Our coaches know that life can sometimes get in the way of your educational
goals. Through personalized meetings, Success Coaches empower you to overcome
obstacles, maximize your potential, and create a clear path to both academic and
personal success. Our Success Coaches are ready to help you achieve your dreams!
Schedule your appointment today by calling 254-299-8226 or emailing
success@mclennan.edu.
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College personnel also recognize that food, housing, and transportation are essential for
student success. If you are having trouble securing these resources and other essential
resources, we encourage you to contact the CREW - Campus Resources Education
Web by calling 254-299-8561 or emailing crew@mclennan.edu.

Paulanne’s Pantry (MCC's food pantry) provides free food by appointment to students,
faculty and staff. To schedule an appointment, go to
https://calendly.com/paulannespantry-mcc/15min.

Success Coaching Services, the CREW, and Paulanne's Pantry are located on the
second floor of the Student Services building in Success Coaching Services, suite 249.

The Student Counseling Center offers confidential mental health counseling to currently
enrolled students at no charge. Counselors are trained to help students with problems
related to personal, social, and emotional concerns. Sessions focus on short-term goals
in order to facilitate students college success and adjustment. This service is available
to students in person or through Zoom.

Make an appointment to meet with a counselor by visiting the center in the Wellness &
Fitness building, room 101, calling 254-299-8210, or emailing
counseling@mclennan.edu.

MCC Foundation Emergency Grant Fund:

Unanticipated expenses, such as car repairs, medical bills, housing, or job loss can
affect us all. Should an unexpected expense arise, the MCC Foundation has an
emergency grant fund that may be able to assist you. Please go to
https://www.mclennan.edu/foundation/scholarships-and-resources/emergencygrant.htmi
to find out more about the emergency grant. The application can be found at
https://www.mclennan.edu/foundation/scholarships-and-resources/emergencygrant.htmi

MCC Academic Integrity Statement:

Please view our Academic integrity statement for more information about academic
integrity, dishonesty, and cheating. The unauthorized use of artificial intelligence (Al) for
classwork can be a violation of the College's General Conduct Policy. Whether Al is
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authorized in a course and the parameters in which Al can be used in a course will be
outlined by each instructor.

Minimum System Requirements to Utilize MCC’s D2L |Brightspace:

Go to https://www.mclennan.edu/center-for-teaching-and-learning/Faculty-and-
StaffCommons/requirements.html for information on the minimum system requirements
needed to reliably access your courses in MCC’s D2L |Brightspace learning
management system.

Minimum Technical Skills:
Students should have basic computer skills, knowledge of word processing software,
and a basic understanding of how to use search engines and common web browsers.

Backup Plan for Technology:

In the event MCC'’s technology systems are down, you will be notified via your MCC
student email address. Please note that all assignments and activities will be due on the
date specified in the Instructor Plan, unless otherwise noted by the instructor.

Email Policy:

McLennan Community College would like to remind you of the policy
(http://www.mclennan.edu/employees/policy-manual/docs/E-XXXI-B.pdf) regarding
college email. All students, faculty, and staff are encouraged to use their McLennan
email addresses when conducting college business.

A student’s McLennan email address is the preferred email address that college
employees should use for official college information or business. Students are
expected to read and, if needed, respond in a timely manner to college emails. For more
information about your student email account, go to www.mclennan.edu/studentemail.

Instructional Uses of Email:

Faculty members can determine classroom use of email or electronic communications.
Faculty should expect and encourage students to check the college email on a regular
basis. Faculty should inform students in the course syllabus if another communication
method is to be used and of any special or unusual expectations for electronic
communications.
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If a faculty member prefers not to communicate by email with their students, it should be
reflected in the course syllabus and information should be provided for the preferred
form of communication.

Email on Mobile Devices:

The College recommends that you set up your mobile device to receive McLennan
emails. If you need assistance with set-up, you may email Helpdesk@mclennan.edu for
help.

You can find help on the McLennan website about connecting your McLennan email
account to your mobile device:

. Email Setup for iPhones and iPads

. Email Setup for Androids

Forwarding Emails:

You may forward emails that come to your McLennan address to alternate email
addresses; however, the College will not be held responsible for emails forwarded to an
alternate address that may be lost or placed in junk or spam filters.

For more helpful information about technology at MCC, go to MCC's Tech Support or
email helpdesk@mclennan.edu.

Disclaimer:

The resources and policies listed above are merely for informational purposes and are
subject to change without notice or obligation. The College reserves the right to change
policies and other requirements in compliance with State and Federal laws. The
provisions of this document do not constitute a contract.
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